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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STEAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

(Continued from page 111.) 

London January 11, 1770. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote to you on the 6 th of last Month by the Packett, 
wherein I acknowleged the Beeeit of yours of Sept' 30. — The 
Eeason Cole's Diet, is charged 6 d higher than usual, it is 
nearly out of print, will not be reprinted for Years, if at all, 
and cost me the very Money I charge them to you. The 
next you have will probably come still dearer. Others are 
charged somewhat higher on account of the increased Price 
of Binding, which still continues so high, that by one third 
of what I have lately sent you I do not get 2 f) C* — This is 
the Eeason also why I have bound a few of your Books in 
Sheep, otherwise I must actually have lost by them. But 
as you tell me, they will not answer in that way with you, I 
will send no more in that Manner. The other Particulars 
in that Letter shall be attended to. 

I have since been favoured with yours of Nov' 8 and 11. 
acknowleging the Eeceit of mine by Sparks of Aug" 4 20, and 
inclosing a Bill on Scott and Pringle for £318 : 16 : 7. which 
is accepted and placed to your Credit; and shall pay the 
small Balance of £3 : 16 : lOf to Mr. Kincaid on Demand. 
— I observe that the Watches are not yet nearly disposed of, 
which I am sorry for ; but hope they will now soon sell off, 
during this Non-importation ; which I cannot think will last 
long, however appearances seem to indicate the contrary. 
In the mean time, People with you, who owe Money in 
Britain, have an Opportunity of discharging their Debts at 
above 20 f C* Discount, by the Fall of Bills of Exchange. 
So that, upon the whole, as I always imagined, this tempo- 
rary Stagnation will be hurtful to neither Side of the "Water. 



224 Correspondence between William Sbrahan and David Hall. 

I am now, even as Matters are circumstanced, of the same 
Opinion. 

I have also yours of Nov r 25 and Dec r 2, with a large 
Order, which shall he forwarded to you with all Speed. — 
The Omissions you mention, and the particular Directions 
you give, shall be carefully noticed. — "What you say about 
the Bible, I fear, is too true, and that no considerable Sale 
can be expected with you, as you deal only in the cheapest 
Sort, which are here hardly worth printing. However, in 
your next, I hope you will write me, at once, your whole 
Mind upon the Subject. Upon this Branch of the Business 
I have indeed little Dependance. The chief Profit lies in 
Acts of Parliament, Proclamations, &c. &c. of which I shall 
now, in a very little time, know more, as the Patent takes 
place in a few Days. — Both your Ticketts, I am sorry to tell 
you came up Blanks, I therefore inclose them. I have no 
good Luck, I think, in buying them for you. Shall I still 
continue to try your Fortune and M r Stewarts in the next, 
if there should be one this Year ? 

A few Days after I had forwarded my Letter of Dec r 6, 
I sent you another, inclosing one from me to D r Franklin 
with regard to your American Affairs, with his Answer, 
which you would find very much to the Purpose. But not- 
withstanding this was put into the Hands of the Duke of 

and the other Chiefs of the Ministry, you see, by the King's 
Speech which is conveyed to you in this Packett, in what 
a disagreeable Situation that interesting Dispute to both 
Countries still stands. — But spite of Appearances I would 
not have you be discouraged from hoping that before the 
Session is closed, every thing will be properly adjusted I 
have good Reasons for saying so ; and I hope you will find 
I am not mistaken. On Tuesday, at the Opening of 
the Parliament, I was in the House of Lords, where the 
Debate upon the Speech lasted till 10 — at Night. — I will, as 
nearly as I can recollect, give you the Speakers in order, (1.) 
The Duke of Ancaster moved for the Address in the usual 
Way ; and was seconded by (2) Lord Dunmore, who among 
other Things, observed, that the Americans would soon be 
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quiet, if they were only left to themselves. (3) Lord Chat- 
ham next rose up, and made a pretty tolerable Speech of 
about an Hour in length. He animaverted upon the late 
Peace, which, he said, had left us without a single ally, and 
would be of short Duration ; that we had treated the Ameri- 
cans improperly ; that he had always thought so ; but that 
he did not intend to flatter them, but to favour them. He 
particularly objected to the Words, highly unwarrantable, in 
the Speech, as by much too severe ; as he apprehended the 
Combinations alluded to were by no means illegal. But he 
laid the greatest stress upon the Middlesex Election, which 
he expatiated upon at great Length, saying that it had made 
a Breach in the Constitution, by which a wicked Minister 
might enter and destroy it, that without Delay it ought to 
be repaired; and therefore proposed an Amendment to the 
Address, by adding a Clause, that they would immediately 
take into Consideration the late Election for the County of 
Middlesex, in which the Rights of the Freeholders of Eng- 
land had been violated in the Person of John Wilkes Esq ; 
who had been, by only one Branch of the Legislature, 
declared incapable, &c. — That he did not enter into the 
Character of the man ; that he had no Predeliction with 
regard to him, having he believed, (for he did read News- 
papers,) had his own Share of Abuse from him; but that he 
looked upon the Precedent as of dangerous Tendency, with 
a great deal more to the same Purpose, which it is impos- 
sible to repeat or remember. — He was answer'd (4) by Lord 
Cholmondaly, who observed, that if the Behaviour of the 
Americans had been termed treasonable, he thought it de- 
served it ; that as for the late Peace, he thought it an extreme 
good one ; that he knew nothing of allies, but had heard of 
Mercenaries, and Subsidiary Princes, who would be as ready, 
he apprehended, to take our Money upon future Occasions 
as they had been formerly ; that a convincing Proof that the 
late Treaty of Peace was advantageous to us, was, that on all 
Hands it was admitted that the French were so sensible of 
the Disgrace they suffered by the Terms of it, they would 
certainly break with us, as soon as they were in a Capacity 
Vol. xi. — 15 
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so to do. — (5.) Lord Denby spoke next to the same Purpose. 
— (6.) Next Lord Shelbourne on the opposite Side, but said 
nothing either strikingly particular, or new. — (7.) The Duke 
of Grafton next stood up, and in a very decent and modest 
Speech vindicated the Operations of the Ministry, and the 
Expressions in the Speech. "With regard to the Peace he 
said, that however, some Men, from Motives of Ambition or 
otherwise, might be led to oppose every Measure adopted by 
the King's Servants, his Majestj' had good reason to think 
it would be of some Continuance ; that all the Assurances 
he had from other Powers of Europe authorised him to say 
so ; but that, depending upon their effectual Support, they 
might be assured he would not suffer the Rights of his 
Crown to be invaded with Impunity, &c. &e. — (8.) The Lord 
Chancellor spoke next; declared for the Americans, and 
against the Conduct of the Commons respecting the Mid- 
dlesex Election ; said, no Motives of Ambition could induce 
him to declare his Opinion at this time ; for that he spoke 
from his Heart, and was impelled by his Conscience to 
give his Yote to the best of his Judgement. — This, from 
him, agreeable to his known Obligations and Attachment to 
Lord Chatham, was expected ; and yet it is not a little ex- 
traordinary to see so high an Officer of the Crown divide 
against the Court. The unavoidable Consequence is that 
he must, if the present Ministry stand their Ground, as I 
see no reason to doubt they will, if necessity turn out. 
Lord Chief Justice Wilmot, or Mr. Yorke, will probably 
succeed him. Most likely the first. Camden is not gener- 
ally esteemed, being looked upon as a Tool and Creature 
of Chatham's. — (9.) Lord Marchmont stood up next and in 
a very plain and animated Speech displayed the Impropriety 
of carrying to the Throne a Complaint against the other 
House of Parliament in a Matter with which they had prop- 
erly no Concern. That if they had, the proper Method of 
Adjusting such a Procedure was by Conference between the 
Houses, in which they might explain their Objections, and 
the Commons communicate the Grounds and Reasons of 
their Conduct. — (10.) Lord Temple spoke next. He made 
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use of the general Topics of Complaint, and expressed his 
Satisfaction in the Good Understanding which subsisted be- 
tween his Brothers and him ; but said nothing else worth 
recapitulating. (11.) Lord Lyttleton spoke (feebly and con- 
fusedly I thought) with much seeming warmth against the 
Election of Lutterel for Middlesex, and recapitulated the 
Arguments on that Side, which have been now hackneyed 
in an hundred Newspapers and Pamphlets. (12.) Lord 
Pomfret next stood up, and spoke very well in behalf of the 
Ministry, running over and confuting the various Grounds 
of Discontent, and those Grievances which so much Pains 
had been taken to display and aggravate. (13.) Lord Mans- 
field then rose up, and in his own masterly Way, shewed the 
Absurdity of their meddling in any Shape with the Elections 
of the other House, over which they had no Jurisdiction ; 
that the Courts of Law had no Cognizance over them ; that 
they were neither subject to the Statute nor Common Law, 
but to the Law of Parliament, which was only to be found in 
their Journals ; that therefore the Interposition of this House 
in any Manner, much less in the Shape proposed, by way of 
Complaint to the Crown, was highly improper and unparlia- 
mentary ; with a great deal more very sensibly to the same 
Purpose, sufficient to convince any reasonable and unpre- 
judiced Bystander. — (14.) Lord Chatham rose up a second 
time, and endeavoured with all his Might to brow-beat 
Lord Mansfield and confute what he had advanced. — He 
appealed to the Clause itself which he had offered to be 
inserted in the Address, whether it conveyed any Complaint. 
It only stated Facts, he said, as they confessedly were allowed 
by both Parties; and then run on from one Topic to an- 
other, in no regular way, but in the stile of Chit-chat, about 
the general Distraction of the Kingdom, of North America, 
and of Ireland, "Wherever we turn our Eyes, says he, we see 
nothing but Discontent and Uneasiness, &c. &c. This second 
Speech of his was much inferior to his former, being full of 
forced Metaphors, and evidently laboured and deficient in 
point of Matter. I never saw him make so poor a Figure, 
or so much at a Loss for want of Argument. — However, he 
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did not provoke Lord Mansfield to reply; indeed there was 
not the smallest Call for an Answer ; for he left his L a M's. 
Arguments entire and unrefuted ; but (15.) Lord Sandwich 
stood up, and in a manly and bold Manner declared the 
noble Earl who spoke last was wholly unintelligible. From 
beginning to End he could make nothing of it. That he set 
out with saying his proposed Clause contained no Accusation 
of the Commons, whereas upon the Pace of it, it was a 
Charge against them in the most express Terms. He then 
expatiated upon the Futility of his Reply to Lord Mansfield, 
and other Assertions which were void of Foundation. — (16.) 
Lord Weymouth next spoke very well on the Side of Ad- 
ministration. — And the Debate was finally closed by (17.) 
the Duke of Richmond, who expressed himself with great 
Warmth and Bitterness against all the late Operations of 
the Ministry, using the common Topics of Declamation. — 
He seems to be of a discontented Disposition. Which is 
not much to be wondered at, for he and the Duke of Grafton 
were cotemporaries, and in some Sort Rivals for Court 
Favour, in which the latter hath greatly outstript him. But 
it is by no Means a singular Case, to see Men of even the 
highest 'Rank and Consideration — blending their own pri- 
vate Views and Quarrels with the Public Business, and 
bringing their Prejudices and Disappointments into the 
Senate, where they ought to come, in every Sense, unbiassed, 
and open to the Dictates of Reason and sound Policy. — The 
Address as at first proposed was, at length voted by a Ma- 
jority of 100, to 36. The Chancellor, and to the Surprise 
of every body, the Duke of Northumberland siding with 
the Minority. — In the House of Commons the Debate was 
carried on much in the same Way, and with the same 
success. The Opposition pressed hard to have some Notice 
taken of the Petitions. But upon a Division, it was carried 
for the Address as it stands by 254 against 138, the Marquis 
of Granby voting with the Minority. — A rare Situation! 
when the Head of the Law and the General in Chief are in 
Opposition. 

This introductory Bustle being now over, I hope they 
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will soon set about the real Business of the Nation, in which 
I think your American Afl'airs hold by much the highest 
Rank. Tho' Appearances are rather unfavourable ; yet from 
the general Disposition of the Ministry, from the Assurances 
they gave you last Summer, and chiefly from my intimate 
Knowjege of some Men in Power, whose Opinion will have 
great "Weight and Influence, I am apt to imagine all will 
soon terminate happily. — From your side of the "Water they 
certainly receive Accounts widely different from what the 
Merchants in general receive here, which prevents them 
from hastily adopting any Plan of Conduct that looks like 
giving way to what they are led to believe are unreasonable 
Demands. But this cannot long hold. The Dispute must 
be settled; and it will be settled. My Opinion imparts little; 
but were I called to give it, I should (as I would in a Matri- 
monial Quarrel, to which this is not dissimilar) advice 
neither party to stand out upon Trifles or Punctilios. See- 
ing we must at length agree, neither of us being disposed to 
a final Separation. 

I am now tired with writing. — Inclosed you have an 
answer to your Son's, my Namesake's Letter, long since 
received. We are all well, are glad your honest "Woman is 
getting better, and desire to be affectionately remembered 
to you and yours. I will not again turn the Leaf, but sub- 
scribe myself here 

My dear Davie 

Most cordially and affectionately Yours 

"Will : Strahan 

London January 16, 1770. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote you last Thursday (the — ) by this Packett, a long 
Letter, giving you the Substance of the Debate in the House 
of Lords the 9 th . As I find the Packett is not yet sailed I 
inclose the Lottery-ticketts which I forgot to send you 
before, and a Letter from my "Wife. 

Nothing is done yet in either House of Parliament. The 
Speaker of the Commons hath been somewhat indisposed, 
which hath hindered them from entering upon Business; 
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and the Lords adjourned yesterday till Monday next, to give 
time to fill up the Chancellor's Place by appointing a Suc- 
cessor, or by putting the Seals in Commission. It is not yet 
determined which. If another Chancellor, it will probably 
be M r Yorke. If a Commission, it will be Chief Justice 
Wilmot and Judges Willes and Smith. The Ministry are 
not a little embarrassed at present ; but if they stand their 
Ground, as lam assured they will they have nothing to fear. 
I repeat my Opinion and firm Belief, that your American 
Affairs will soon be amicably adjusted, in spite of all Ap- 
pearances to the Contrary. 

I am now extremely busy in getting the Materials re- 
moved from the King's Printing-house in Blackfriers, 
where it has been for above a Century, to the New Build- 
ing lately erected next my own House for that Purpose. 
The old Patent expires next Saturday. We are at present, 
all well, as we hope you and yours all are. 
I am ever 

Dear Davie 

Your affectionate and faithful 
Friend and Servant 

Will: Strahan 

I need not tell you that D r F. is most solicitous in your 
Interests ; being strenuous, resolute, and attentive. 

By the Packett 

London March 19, 1770. 
Dear Davie 

My last to you was dated the 17 th Febry by that Month's 
Packett. By this Month's I did not write you, having 
nothing new or agreeable to communicate. Inclosed is the 
Invoice for all you have hitherto ordered, which I have 
completed as far as I was able ; but unluckily, you will ob- 
serve, many Articles are now reprinting, or out of print 
altogether. However, several of them will come in a Month 
or two. There may, possibly, be some few Mistakes, tho' 
as usual, I packed every Book myself ; but these you will 
note, and acquaint me with. 

Coming into Possession of the King's Patent in the be- 
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ginning of a late, and of Course, a very hurrying Session of 
Parliament, I have been too much engaged ever since to be 
able to attend to Politicks in such a Manner as to convey to 
you a full and connected Account of what has been passing 
here since I wrote last. Several important Debates in both 
Houses I could not be present at, without neglecting my 
own Business very materially, which, while I remain in 
Business, I cannot suffer myself to be guilty of; so that 
you must be satisfied at present, with a general Idea of our 
Situation, which I will endeavour to give you. 

And first, with regard to North American Affairs, you 
will have already heard, that the House of Commons have 
disagreed to the Repeal of the Duty on Tea, while they give 
up all the rest. This, you will say, is doing Things by 
Halves, of all others, in my Mind, the worst Method. This, 
if I am not greatly deceived, is not owing to Lord North, 
our present Premier, but to the Influence of the Duke of 
Bedford, and his Friends, who cannot be brought to con- 
sent to it. And yet, it is far from impossible that this im- 
portant Matter may still take a favourable Turn before the 
Bill get through both Houses. Our Operations have of late 
been so variable, that nothing is wholly to be dispaired of, 
whether the Event be of a good or a bad Tendency. — 
Lord Chatham, who is still playing an Artful and factious 
Game, in order to push himself into Power hath lately 
thrown out, in the House of Peers, a Sort of dark and mys- 
terious Opinion with regard to the Colonists, by which he 
leaves himself at Liberty to take whichever Side will suit 
his own private Purposes best. He said, about ten Days 
ago, that if the Americans went too far, he should be among 
the first to condemn them; so you can have no firm De- 
pendance upon him. — Last "Wednesday I was in the House 
of Lords from 3 to 10 at Night, during a long tedious 
Debate upon the Expences of the Civil List, and upon ad- 
dressing the King to lay the several Particulars before them, 
in the Course of which it clearly appeared, that they were 
in no Respect larger than during former Administrations in 
the late and present Reign. The Duke of Grafton spoke 
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extremely well, and much to the Purpose. Lord Chatham, 
at length, stood up to answer him ; and the Debate insen- 
sibly turned into a personal Altercation between them. 
Lord C. endeavoured to justify his own Oeconomy while he 
himself had the Direction of the Treasury ; talked much of 
the Danger our Liberties were in from the Application of 
Secret Service Money, and called the Duke a Novice in 
State Affairs. — The Duke replied, with becoming Spirit, 
that the whole Amount of the Secret Service Money during 
the time he was in office was £35,000 ; that he appealed to 
their Lordships how far such a Sum (supposing the whole 
employed in that Way) was sufficient to bribe both Houses 
of Parliament ; and that the noble Earl who spoke last, had 
not always thought him such a Novice as he now pretended 
to deem him, else he had not himself pressed him so much 
to accept the high Office he lately had the Honour to hold. 
— Lord 0. endeavoured to evade this, by saying, he did in- 
deed recommend him to fill the Office of first Lord of the 
Treasury, but never thought him equal to the station of 
First Minister ; that, besides, he had departed entirely from 
the Plan he had, upon that Occasion, concerted with him, 
and agreed to ; that he had discarded many of his (Lord 
C.s) Friends, and among the rest the Lord Chancellor Cam- 
den, whom he had displaced for giving his Vote in that 
House, which totally put an End to Freedom of Debate. 
Upon this, Lord Marchmont moved that these Words 
should be taken down by the Clerk, assigning this Reason 
for it, that from his own Knowledge they were not true ; for 
that the Ministry intended, and he himself advised, to turn 
out Lord Camden above a Month before he gave that Vote 
respecting the Middlesex Election alluded to. Lords Chat- 
ham and Temple now grew outrageous, insisted upon it 
that what he had said was strictly true, and seconded Lord 
M's Motion to have the Words taken down and read ; espe- 
cially when they perceived that the Court Party, unwilling 
to bring Matters to Extremities, were inclined to let the 
Affair drop, by coming to no Vote about it ; for Lord Sand- 
wich had moved to adjourn. However, when the Opposi- 
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tion appeared to be positive to have the "Words read (for 
Chatham wanted nothing more than to incur their highest 
Censure, and even to be sent to the Tower, in order to raise 
his Popularity) he, (Lord S.) withdrew his Motion for ad- 
journing, and they were read accordingly. — It was next pro- 
posed, and carried upon a Division, by 83 to 35. That it 
did not appear to this House that he had any just Ground for that 
Assertion ; and so the Matter ended, much to the Mortifica- 
tion of Lord Chatham, who now appears upon their Journals 
to have told a falsity. Many Lords spoke upon the Occasion. 
Among the rest Lord Weymouth, who told the House, 
that whenever they had a Mind to enquire further into that 
Matter, he would tell them a better Reason than any that 
had yet been mentioned why Lord Camden had been dis- 
placed. By the bye, Camden was himself in the House that 
Day, but sneaked away as soon as his Name was Mentioned. 
The Gazette will tell you the Answer the King gave last 
"Wednesday to the Remonstrance of the Livery of London, as 
it is called, but to which one tenth of them never assented ; 
and there too you will find a Copy of that extraordinary 
Performance. On Thursday the House of Commons ad- 
dressed his Majesty to lay both before them ; and to day 
they are to take this impudent Application to the Throne 
under Consideration. — I wish I could form a Cuess how 
they will treat those who promote it. Opinions are various. 
Some think they will act with Vigor upon this Occasion ; 
but I am afraid they will not ; tho' they cannot have a bet- 
ter Opportunity of quelling this unruly Faction than this 
superlative Piece of Insolence affords them. The Singu- 
larity of our present Situation is this, that while there is 
actually no National Dissatisfaction existing, our News- 
papers are filled with nothing but the most daring and 
unprecedented Attacks upon the Ministry and the King 
himself. — And all this is in reality the "Work of an Incon- 
siderable Junto of Men, which I shall here name to you. 

1. "Wilkes, the Members of y e Club at the London Tavern, 
calling themselves, the Supporters of the Bill of Rightes. 

2. Our Mayor Beckford, Sheriffs Sawbridge and Town- 
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send, Aldermen Trecotliek and Stevenson, George Bellas, 
the Proctor, Beardmore the Attorney, one Lovell, and a 
Number of Wrong-headed Common Council Men. 

3. Camden (who they say parried the Remonstrance), 
Chatham, Temple, Grenville, Burke (the supposed Author 
of Junius), Wedderburn, Shelbourn, D. of Richmond, and 
other Candidates for Power and Places, and who foment all 
this purely to bring about a Change of Ministry. 

4. And lastly, the Canaille of this City, grown ins'olent 
beyond all Example, by the Impudence of their Leaders 
abovementioned, and the almost wholly inexcusable Lenity 
and Forbearance of Government. 

Some imagine the Mayor and Sheriffs will be fined, the 
first £30,000 and the others £10,000 each, and, (as in our 
Provosts "Wilson's Case, in Porteous's Affair, who much less 
merited the Dishonour,) be rendered by Act of Parliament, 
incapable of holding any Oflice civil or military in these 
Kingdoms. — But, for my own part, I am far from thinking 
that any such vigorous Measures will be taken. It is how- 
ever much to be lamented, that these factious Squabbles 
should so much retard all Public Business, that neither 
House have yet had a serious and cool Debate upon any 
Thing of real Consequence. — "Wilkes's Confinement expires 
the 18 th of next Month, when it is likely the Malcontents will 
make their last and boldest Effort to put things into Con- 
fusion. But as the Parliament will then be sitting (tho' some 
think they will separate the 11 th ) I doubt not but proper 
Measures will be taken to disappoint and defeat them. 

I will endeavour to write you again by the April Packett, 
and remain, in the mean while, with the affectionate Com- 
pliments of all my Family to you and yours, 
Dear Davie 

Your most faithful and 
affectionate Friend and Servant 
Will : Strahan. 

By the Mary & Eliz. \ 

Cap*. Sparks, Q. D. C. J 

(To be continued.) 



